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REPLY BRIEF 



In response to the Examiner's Answer of November 16, 2006 Applicant hereby replies. 



102(b) rejection - Yao 

The Examiner's Answer states that the sliding ring Al as identified by the Examiner, 
which is embedded in the sealing bellows, rotates along with the sealing bellows. However, 
Yao fails to disclose a sliding ring that is mounted to slide in a ball race that is fixed to the ball 
pivot. In the present invention, the sliding ring receives the pivot-side edge of the sealing 
bellows (Claim 1, line 8: "a sliding ring receiving said pivot-side edge area of said sealing 
bellows"). The sliding ring of the present invention slides within the ball race. This is a 
different approach than that of Yao. In Yao, the embedded element (Al) fails to slide in the 
ring collar 13 since the embedded element (Al) is surrounded by the sealing bellows 8. Even 
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